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Another Success: Fall Christmas Wish List
Dance Concert for Athletes
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News Briefs
Armenians Get Aid
The US is only one of many countries cur-
rently helping Armenians recover from the
earthquake that struck their country only a
few days ago. The Soviet news agency claims
that condolence messages and aid have been
received from Spain, Brazil, Ecuador,
Canada, and Greece. Israel has sent its own
rescue team, and Cuba says thousands of its
citizens are donating blood to the cause.
British school children have also been giving
their Christmas savings to the cause.
Students Protest
At Northwestern University several weeks
ago, 18 students were arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct and disobeyi-
ng a police officer for illegally protesting a
visit by recruiters for the Central Intelligence
Agency.
In a similar response, students at Princeton
University demonstrated against CIA recruit-
ment there. However, after the CIA signed a
document barring them from discriminating
on the basis of sexual orientation, they were
allowed back on campus.
D.E. wastes Funds
According to its own figures and those of
the General Accounting Office, the Dept. of
Energy has spent billions of dollars on
civilian and military projects that have failed
to work as promised. The exact figure is $15
billion since 1970. Many processing plants
and nuclear waste sites have been built and
abandoned without ever going into operat-
ion. J. Dexter Peach, the Assistant Compt-
roller General of the G.A.A. says the short
comings "raise questions about the technical
capabilities of the Dept. of Energy.'" The
dept. is aware, he claims, of this record. The
record has led to the questioning in congress
of the Dept. of Energy's proposal to build
five new nuclear power plants in this country.
DE Recommends 50B
Monday's Washington Post claimed that the
Energy Department is recommending that
this country spend $50 billion over the next
20 years on nuclear-relate- d projects. The
Paper claims that the plans include relocating
two nuclear weapons materials plants, the
construction of five new production reactors,
and the cleanup of damage caused by bomb
Production.
Established 1856
Groups Hold X-m- as Party
By Heather Reynolds
On Saturday, December 10, from 3:00 to
5:00 p.m., several campus organizations, in
conjunction with New Directions, a battered
women's shelter and child advocacy center,
sponsored a Christmas party for children
associated with New Directions and Inter-churc- h
services at the KC.
Organizations such as ARCHONS,
PEEPS, KCF, FCA, The Women's Network,
Visual Arts Club, PSI-- U, Photo Association
and the Craft Center, as well as other in-
dividuals, staffed the event's craft tables.
Here the approximately 30 children, ages 3 to
12, could make cards, ornaments, and gifts
for their families, as well as decorate
Christmas cookies and play games. The
highlight was an appearance by Santa Clause,
who distributed gifts to the children.
The party was organized by juniors Janie
Cohn, a volunteer at New Directions, and
Beth Kremer. Since funding for a central
Ohio area "Secret Santa" program for disad-
vantaged families had been discontinued,
they promoted a "buy a needy child a book"
sale in the Bookstore and solicited such
businesses as the Mount Vernon Bowling
Alley, Wendy's, Rax, McDonald's,
Friendly's, and Hearts for donations and gift
certificates. With the help of a grant from
OAPP, they raised the $200 needed to fund
the party.
Bonnie Carpenter, a child advocate and
rape survival advocate at New Directions of
Mount Vernon, also attended the party. She
helped coordinate theguest list and transpor-
tation of the children. "One of the worst
things about going into the holiday season if
you've got kids is worrying about Christmas
presents to provide for them when you're
newly single (you've just gotten out of a bad
relationship and you just don't feel good
about yourself anyway." Ms. Carpenter said.
Students Hold Dance
Students in Purdy, Montana enjoyed the
first high school dance at the Purdy School
System in approximately 100 years. The
dance was made possible by a recent Federal
District Court ruling which declared school
board's previous written ban on dances un-
constitutional. The court objected to the ban
on the grounds that it promoted a religious
value system that opposes dancing. The four
member board appealed the ruling, but the
dance was allowed while the courts con-
sidered the appeal. 85 of the 160 students in
the school attended the dance. "We had a
great time" one said.
Another purpose of the party was to help
the children feel comfortable around young
adults. Some of the day to day problems
children face in households serviced by New
Directions are fear and mistrust of adults, as
well as low self-estee- m, and helplessness in
seeing family members hurt one another. The
children's mothers may be faced with such
problems as finding housing and single
parenting amidst poverty.
Last year the New Directions hotline
received over 1,000 calls in Knox county and
served over 300 women and children while
the shelter was occupied 76 of the year, ac-
cording to its annual reports. Ms. Carpenter
feels that more young men and women
should be educated in the signs of a potential
domestic violence which are, most often;
jealousy, loss of control, fluctuating relation-
ships and frequent arguments with lavish
makeups afterwards. "Men aren't going to
change unless women force them to" she
said.
The New Directions shelter serves the
Knox County area and provides a 24 hour
crisis line, manned by staff trained in crisis
intervention, for domestic violence and rape.
It also provides safe residential housing for
victims and their children, a rape survivors
group, a domestic violence support group, a
children's counseling group, and individual
counseling for women and children. It serves
as a referral agency to other county agencies
and legal systems. It has a full time staff of
five, with six part time staff, and approx-
imately 30 child advocate and other volun-
teers.
Presently the New Directions Shelter's goal
is to raise $25,000 to cover end of the year
operating expenses. Board members are all
pledged to raise $500, and raffles, teas, din-
ners, as well as direct mail are expected to aid
the cause as well. Volunteer training sessions
will be held January 16, 23, and 30, 1989.
Bakker Gives Speech
Jim Bakker delivered his first Sunday ser-
mon since he was indicted six years ago to ap-
proximately 300 persons on the 1 1th. The 20
minute talk took place at the "Skate Palace"
rink in Charlotte, N.C. In his speech Bakker
criticized both the news media and Penthouse
magazine. The latter recently published an
article in which a Bakker associate told of
repeated homosexual activity by Bakker
within the P.T.L. network.
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Blacks Suspended More
According to a study released Monday,
black students are more likely to be punished
or suspended than their white counterparts.
The study, released by the National Coalition
of Advocates for Students, claims that the
disparity between blacks and whites is
greatest in the states surveyed here in Ohio.
Blacks in Ohio public schools are suspended
at a rate of 16, whites at a rate of 4.8.
Middlebury Plans Oust
Middlebury College's faculty has become
the most recent to prepare for the abolish-
ment of fraternities. Under a plan recently
passed by the liberal arts professors, all
fraternities must cease all associations with
their national organizations, give up their
Greek titles, discontinue calling themselves
"fraternities " and come up with plans for
coed residences to open up in 1991.
Mexico Fights Drugs
Mexico's new President, Carlos Salinas de
Gortai, promised Monday to intensify the
war on drugs in his country. He claims that
he will strengthenlaws that would limit the
ability of powerful drug smugglers to smug-
gle into his country. At least one previously
skeptical US official is impressed with the
President's statements, although he admits
that the US has yet to be given many specifics
on the President's plan.
New Appointments
Father Dave Gwinner, Chaplain of the
Catholic Community at Kenyon has made
the following appointments to serve on the
new "Catholic Advisory Council". Father
Dave is pleased to appoint the following:
Chaplain Andrew Foster III, Dean Cheryl L.
Steele, Prof. Royal Rhodes, Coach Jim
Meyer, Mrs. Joanna Mickley ARA Services,
Elizabeth Lynch '89, Michelle Graves '89,
Tim Finneran '89, Elmer Decipeda '90, Scott
Tennyson '90, Maureen Carr '91, Judy Hoff
'91, Joyce Teeson '92 and Jim Carlone '92.
The Advisory Council will assist Father
Dave with feedback and suggestions so he
will better serve and direct the faith life and
programs of the over 500 people who are
Roman Catholic here on the Kenyon College
Campus.
To the Editor:
A respectable case can surely be made
against the American decision to refuse a visa
to Yasser Arafat. A respectable case can also
be made criticizing Israeli measures taken
against the insurrection in the occupied ter-
ritories. The demands of Orthodox Israeli
parties for a narrower definition of member-
ship in the Jewish people can surely be
criticized vigorously, as they have been by
Jews inside and outside Israel. Your editorial
was not content to make those cases in a
respectable way.
Instead you could not restrain yourselves
from comparing Israel to Nazi Germany.
Why Nazi Germany? Why not any other
state in the region which "restrict s the inter-
national press" much more than Israel does
and some of which, like Syria, carry out
scarcely reported massacres of thousands of
their citizens without incurring the
Collegian's wrath? The reason for the com-
parison is, unfortunately, obvious and has
nothing whatsoever to do with Israeli policies
which do not in fact in the least resemble
those for which the Nazis are peculiarly
notorious. It is well known, even apparently
to the editors of the Collegian, that the Nazis
slaughtered and tortured the Jews. The
worst, most offensive insult that one could
therefore possibly affix to Jews and the
Jewish state is that they are the same as their
worst tormentors. So, if one wants to insult
Jews, or, correspondingly, one wants to
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Faculty Members Rebuke Editorial
delegitimate and thebreby help to destroy the
Jewish state, or if, as may be the case here,
one simply lacks the imagination to come up
with something new, one repeats the political
obscenity, which becomes not one whit less a
lie or less outrageous by repetition, that
Israel, the Jewish state, "parallels" Nazism.
While Collegian editorials this year have
not distinguished themselves in respect to
clarity, good sense or a mastery of nuance, at
least the paper has continued recent tradition
in attempting to make Kenyon students more
aware of current world politics. What largely
characterizes the politics of this century
though is mass murder and the lies and
slanders which rationalize it. It is sad beyond
expression that the Collegian can find no bet-
ter way to treat such extraordinarily complex
and emotional issues than to mouth the
crudest and most poisonous of those lies and
slanders. It would even be sadder if the folly
(at best) of its current editorial staff would
legitimate this kind of discourse at Kenyon.
Sincerely,
Fred Baumann
Assistant Professor
Larry Herman
Assistant Professor
Michael Levine
Associate Professor
Eugene Dwyer
Associate Professor
David Williams
Jewish Chaplain
Sprinkler Incident Sparks Concern
To the Editor:
We are writing about the sprinkler
discharge that set off fire alarms and flooded
several rooms in South Hanna Tuesday morn-
ing. The actual event was, for all anyone at
the time knew, a catastrophe, and the way it
was responded to has serious implications for
student safety.
At approximately 6:30 a.m., the sprinklers
of room 301 went off, drenching the room's
inhabitants. One of the temperature-activate- d
sprinklers had bizarrely been in-
stalled right next to the vent of the room's
powerful heating unit, and it was the heat
from this unit that presumably caused it to go
off. The fire alarms on the third and second
floor then started ringing and the residents of
those floors left the building. However, the
first floor alarms did not sound, and some of
that floor's occupants never left the dorm.
This was the beginning of an alarming series
of events that exposed a potentially life-threateni- ng
weakness in the campus security
system.
The first breakdown that concerns us is the
lack of any method of automatically sum-
moning help to what could possibly be a
blaze going on in the dormitory. No authori-
ty arrived as the dorm evacuated; we later
found out that nothing connects the alarm
system to either security or the fire depart-
ment. It was a full ten minutes before security
was at the dorm, and this was due to a stu-
dent phone call. At no time did a member of
the fire department appear. Luckily, it was
only the design flaw in the placement of the
room's sprinkler system that set off the
alarms. Had it been an actual fire, the ten-minu- te
response delay and the failure of all
of the dormitory alarms to sound could have
been disastrous.
A second cause for concern is on the
"human" level of dealing with an accident.
No dean was present in the building until
8:30 a.m., roughly two hours after the initial
event. Meanwhile, the residents of the third and
part of the second floor were coping in-
dividually with the water that covered their
floors and saturated their belongings. One
would hope that a school of Kenyon's size
and supposed community atmosphere would
provide immediate comfort and assistance in
a situation like this, but this slow response in-
dicates otherwise.
Aside from the theoretical danger in the
lack of response to the fire alarms, there is
the more immediate question of who pays for
the damage. Items ranging in value from
books and clothing to stereos and computers
were soaked in the multi-hue- d water from the
sprinklers. When asking about college liabili-
ty, students were referred to regulation 11a,
policy 3b on page 97 of the Student Hand-
book which informed them that their posses-
sions are kept ". . . at the sole risk of the
owner." In other words, they were effectively
told they should have read the fine print.
This is a harsh message to hear as you pour
water from your tape deck.
It is understandable that Kenyon doesn't
wish to accept such liability. Our endowment
is small, and the school must nurture its
resources. Still, if the college is leaving in-
surance up to the students, it would be con-
siderate to warn new students more explicitly
about this policy. In its present form, this
disclaimer is likely to be overlooked and
disregarded by the matriculating student. An
ideal way to help Kenyonites prepare for an
incident such as the one that took place in
Hanna would be to include a prominent
statement in the "freshman survival guides"
sent to every home. These materials are likely
to be read, and this would help ensure that
students had adequate coverage.
Looking for the proverbial "silver lining",
all we can hope for is that the hellish deficien-
cies in the emergency response system will be
corrected, and students will be given better
warning of possible insurance needs.
Don Wiest
Mike Sering
THE READERS WRITE
The Kenyon Collegian encourages letters to the Editor. All submissions must be signed and
typed, double spaced. The Editor reserves the right to edit all material while maintaining the
original intent of the submission.
The Fraternity Debate: Round One
To the Editor:
The "fraternity debate" seems to be a sub-
ject which neither the Collegian nor many of
its readers can escape, nor want to. While
this debate provides a large pool of arguable
points, it would seem that the exchange be-
tween the Collegian and the fraternities has
moved beyond constructive arguing to vicious
mud throwing. With both sides trying to "out
do the other via cleverer, wittier, and more
ferocious criticisms, the debate remains at a
stand still.
Rarely do either the Collegian Editorial
Board or those representing the fraternity
system digest what is presented in the other's
respective contributions to the paper. This con-
stant bickering has become most tiresome. I
think that I speak for many when I say that I'm
not only disgusted with the amount of letters
focusing on the worth (or lack thereof) of
fraternities, but am also bored with their
cyclical content. This is not to say that I feel the
issue of student social life at Kenyon is of little
consequence. On the contrary, I feel that it is of
utmost significance as the nature of a student's
experience at Kenyon is largely based on these
social interactions. However, somthing is awry
in the Collegian's and fraternity's dealings w-it- h
this central issue. If the Collegian is truly in-
terested in the existence of a non-fraterni- ty bas-
ed social system, and if the fraternities are truly
interested in preserving the integrity of their
organization, both should take action by
presenting concrete solutions and not simply
counter arguments.
Instead, fraternities continue their defending,
and the Collegian continues its accusing. When
will it end? Perhaps the inquiry conducted by
the Commission on Student Life will provide
some answers and solutions to the Kenyon
social life question. My confidence, however, in
both the accuracy and validity of the question-
naire's results is rather limited. One must r-
emember that the completion of these question-
naires was purely voluntary. Certain campus
groups more than strongly encouraged their
members to fill out the forms and attend the
forums sponsored by the Commission on St-
udent Life. Perhaps some even filled out a cou-
ple of extra forms provided in Olin or "helped'
non-membe- rs in completing their question-
naires.
Solutions to the Kenyon social life debate are
not likely to work if they are built on biased
results of "what can (supposedly) be proven."
Honesty and sincere concern from both sides
need to be the cornerstones of any solutions to
the debate, whether these solutions support ot
condemn the fraternity system.
Finally, let us remember that one of the
reasons for pursuing a liberal arts education is
to help us become well rounded and OPEN
MINDED individuals. Let us all keep this in
mind as we read (or write) the next (as there wiE
surely be another) letter concerning fraternities
and their positivenegative role in the Kenyon
social life.
Sincerely,
Melissa Wiley "91
The Fraternity Debate: Round Two
To the Editor:
The fraternity debate keeps me constantly
amused, primarily because of the complete
willingness of fraternity members to take a
principled stand in favor of debauchery and
stupidity. Case in point: Brian Barna's letter
of Dec. 7 Ed. Board Hits Height of Ar-
rogance.
Barna takes offense to the Editorial
Board's supposed suggestion that "we should
replace the Friday evening frat bash with all-nig- ht
philosophy seminars". Barna's reason-
ing is that there is (and supposedly should
continue to be) "a clear distinction" between
academics and relaxation or between living
and thinking?. He has a point: relaxation
and recreation are fine things. However, Bar-
na implies that education ends (thank
Heaven) when the professor says "see you
next time." Sure, we're here to learn, but only
12 hours a week. Gotta leave time for drink- -
Inaccurate Analogies
To the Editor:
While I applaud your treatment of a political
issue which extends way beyond the borders of
the College, ("Peace and the PLO," December
8, 1988), I feel compelled to take issue with the
analogies which you drew in your fourth
paragraph. To equate what the Israelis are
presently doing in the Occupied Territories with
Nazism is uninformed and wrong. While there
is much to criticize in current Israeli policy,
there are ways to do it without describing Israeli
policy as Nazism. The Israelis have not devel-
oped a policy of extermination; detention
camps do not have gas chambers and crem-
ate ANALOGIES pci.ue three
ing. I contend that if that is the limit of one
commitment to the ideas we're supposedly in
vestigating at this college, one should get the
hell out and save somebody's hard-earne- c
money.
Barna further implies that fraternities ac
tually perform a valuable service by repli
eating the anti-intellectu- al atmosphere of the
outside world for they thus protect student
from disappointment when they get out o:
here. Some service.
As far as lasting friendships and male bon
ding, I am bothered not by the concepts, bu:
by the methods. I eavesdropped on some o
this bonding this week one event was
room full of young men screaming "CO
GO! DRINK IT! DRINKING MACHINE
GO!" Another touching moment was twe
voune men discussing plans for the
weekend's entertainment: "I'm going to th
' ' party. It should be good. They're ha
ing 6 kegs."
Mr. Barna, it's disturbing that you an.
your fraternal buddies don't find thought u
be relaxing or fulfilling, and it's disturbin:
that you find pleasure in a room cramme:
with 300 people involved in "the injudiciou
use of alcohol", and it's disturbing that, fc
you, friendship entails "drinkmuthafuka" f
"50 push-up- s, Worm!", but kindly don't sue
gest that such activities represent the pinnae',
of Liberal Arts education.
Frankly, it sounds like a $50,000 binge tc
me, and when your primordial grunting if
terferes with my studying, this liberal ar:
college has every right to tell you to knock
off.
Sincerely (and finally),
Paul Singer '88.5
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Christmas Wish List For the Athletes of Kenyon College
By Lombo and Munster
With another holiday season upon us,
l,ere's our Christmas Wish List for the
athletes on the Hill.
Eric Dahlquist-th- at he gets drafted in
April. Pete MurphyAlec Jerome that
they get we"- - M'ke Arbour-mo- re early
morning workouts on those California
Beaches, strictly for conditioning. Gretchen
Weitbrecht selection as national coach of
the year this weekend. Holly Swank a pro
volleyball contract. "Sweet" Al Heather-ingto- n
that he keeps running, and run-
ning, and running . . . Cathy Herrick a hel-
met. (She's the Field Hockey goalie) Bill
Gerstler an ice rink. Women's Basket-ball-- a
6'4" center with a ean't-mis- s hook,
and some fans.. Margot Morrison a gag.
Carrie Jelsma that she finishes her
homework before she leaves for break.
Men's Basketball- -a 6'4" center with a
can'5-mis- s hook. The Hockey Club- -a
much-neede- d conditioning program. Lords
Swim Team-Num- ber 10. Ladies Swim
Team-Num- ber 6. Phi-Kaps-- an I.M. vi-
ctory. Scott Cooledge-- a 24 hour
weightroom. Charlie Mellowes-Tr- oy
Aikman going to the Packers. Roger Col-so- n
-- an alarm clock so he is not late for
practice and if he cannot get that, running
shoes for his punishment laps. Jeff
Alpaugh that someone buy his Lacrosse
t -- shirts. Pete Sanborn medical technology
to attach his yellow hat to his head. Jim
Johnston-th- at he can take Jody on the
spring trip to North Carolina. Pat Mad-
denChris Jeliffe-avo- id the trainer's room
this spring. Andy Meehan-someth- ing im-
ported and an outside shot that reaches the
goal. Dave Adams-th- at he jets through the
Best and Worst
Reflections on Kenyon in 1988
Best Worst
Dormitory New Apartments MatherMcBride as
Upperclasspeople
Beer Stroh's Stroh's
New Idea Winter Fest Drinking Policy
Old Idea Mitch Parking Policy
Administrative Policy New Ashtrays in Dorms Atrium
Meal McDonald's Anything wPotatoes
Preppy Automobile Honda Accord Deadhead Escorts
Speaker Art Schlesinger Rob Lowe
Kenyon Traditions 10-Da- y T-D- ay Break Freshman Sing
Pizza Cheddar CheeseSausage Stuck to the Box
Place outside of Ken-
yon Anywhere Warm Mount Vernon
Time of Day 8: 10
Party DKE 20's Party PSI-- U Bill Party
Clothing Warm and Drab Spandex
Hangout Tony's RoomP.O. Collegian Office
Place O' Business Common Grounds Ransom Hall
Sport Women's Volleyball I.M. Soccer
Place of Study 3rd Floor Ascension Library
Pet Li'l Booger Dude Psych Rat
Book Home Grower's Guide L. L Bean
On T.V. Geraldo and his chair Pres. DebatesCosby Intro
Joke Collegian Editorial Board
Drinking Game "Kill the Keg" Three Person
Drug VivarinNyquil Alka-Seltz- er
Cigarettes Camel Anniversary Menthol
Magazine People Alumni Bulletin
Methods of Procrastina-
tion See Best Book Platform Tennis
Word Plethora CashedDude
Song Star-Spangle- d Banner Don't Worry Be Happy
Class '91 Anything wMandatory
Attendance
Hours of Business Bookstore Bank
In 1989 Singer's Departure February
Most Dangerous Thing on Campus: Peeps on BikesARA FoodSecurity.
Biggest Letdown:Christmas Specials in Nov. Empty P.O. BoxQuayle.
Worst Class Gifts: Phallic statue between Hanna and Old KenyonThe Map.
Biggest Surprise: Football TeamFour Days o' Sun in Nov.
Happy Holidays
continued from paxe two AllcilOglCS
toria. The insidious analogy which you draw is
no better than the absurd accusations which the
Germans made against the Jews, spreading lies
about the Jewish plot to take over the world.
The fears aroused by these charges contributed
to the destruction of European Jewry in no
small way: people who accepted these lies turn-
ed their backs when the Jews were deported.
Stereotyping the behavior of Israelis as Nazism
does not further the Palestinian cause any more
than does the American stereotype of the Arab
terrorist. If there is to be peace in the middle
east for both Arabs and Jews then we must
move away from simplification of a complex
situation.
Your equation of the current debate in Israel
over the definition of who is a Jew with the
Nuremburg laws further displays ignorance of
the facts. Kenyon offers annually a course on
the Holocaust. The author(s) of "Peace and the
PLO" would be well-advise- d to take that
course.
Yours sincerely,
Miriam Dean-Ottin- g
Asst. Prof, of Religion
Game" against its owner, Bill Bidwell. Dr.
Freas- -a playroom in Wertheimer for his
family. John Lombardi-th- at his hair stops
growing, and people stop calling his dad
year without having Munster as a guest on his
show. Paul Barlow a dictionary that
defines "BIAS". (What is a "Brown"
anyway?) John Neely-T- hat he loses his ap-
petite for pizza or that he forgets the number
to KCO. Kenyon a much, much bigger
weightroom. Ted Taggart that he quits
bugging Munster to put him in every
paragraph of every article he writes. John
Totaro an injury-fre- e week. Kenyon
Athlete of the Week that he be a real
athlete. Brett Games a clean record Rugby
Team that they realize that they are foot-
ball wanna-bes- . Russell Brightman-th- at he
wins back the St. Louis Cardinals in a "Skins
"Junior." Munster would like him to slop
talkin' trash about him being the most moral-
ly just man on campus Chris Munster does
he really need another pair of sweats? That
Russell would stop editing his articles, that he
can always get the last word, that people
would stop calling that I.M. football play
"cheesie," and the Giants winning the Super
Bowl . . . again!!
We hope all these wishes can come true for
all (that's if you like your wish in the first
place.) But remember that the true spirit of
Christmas is giving and not expecting any-
thing in return. We're sorry if we left
anyone out. If you're angry, just blame Lom-bard- i!
Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah,
and Happy New Year's to all the athletes of
Kenyon!
WINTER VACATION
1988-198- 9
CLASSES END FOR THE FIRST SEMESTER on Fri., Dec. 16, after the last scedul-e- d
class. Students in semester courses will begin EXAMINATIONS on Mon., Dec. 19,
according to the published examination schedule.
WINTER VACATION BEGINS on Thurs., Dec. 22 at 9:30 p.m.; CLASSES
RESUME in all courses, as scheduled at 8:10 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 16, 1989.
THE PERIOD JUST PRIOR TO, DURING AND AFTER THE VACATION IS A
TIME WHEN SPECIAL ATTENTION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO MATTERS OF
PERSONAL SECURITY AND SAFETY on campus. Do your part by locking room
and apartment doors, by not going out alone at night and by notifying the Security
Department (EMERGENCY PHONE 5555) of any suspicious persons you see on cam- - .
pus.
The LAST MEAL to be served before vacation will be BREAKFAST (in Peirce only) on
Fri., Dec. 23 from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m.
The FIRST MEAL to be served after vacation will be BRUNCH (in Peirce only) on
Sun., Jan. 15 from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. DINNER in Peirce and Gund.
ALL DORMITORIES AND APARTMENTS WILL BE CLOSED at 12:00 noon on
Fri., Dec. 23 and will OPEN AFTER VACATION at 10:00 a.m. on Sat., Jan. 14.
Financial penalties will be imposed upon students who attempt to occupy their rooms,
without permission, after Dec. 23 and before Jan. 14.
STUDENTS NOT RETURNING SECOND SEMESTER MUST follow the checkout
procedures posted in dormitories. Please be CERTAIN to contact the House Manager
to arrange a time for this. If you are WITHDRAWING from the College (as opposed
to going on an approved Off-Camp- us Study Program), you must also complete a
Declaration of Withdrawal Form in the Dean of Student's Office.
Special consideration will be given to students who have pressing academic needs to
return to campus early. These students may occupy a room in the New Apartments,
Bexley Apartments or Farr Hall on or after Wed., Jan. 1 1, beginning at 8:00 a.m., pro-
viding that before leaving for vacation, but no later than Wednesday, Dec. 21, a writ-
ten statement, from at least one instructor, that gives support to the student's academic
needs, is submitted to the Office for Student Residences, attached to a completed
Vacation Housing Form. There will be a $25 fine for turning in a late Vacation
Housing Form.
There will be a $2 per day charge for such housing during the vacation, and students
must make their own arrangements for meals until the first College-serve- d meal
(Brunch) on Sun., Jan. 15, 1989.
VACATION CLEANING - all student rooms, suites and apartments will be cleaned by
custodial staff during winter vacation. Before leaving, please:
1. Remove personal belongings from the floor.
2. Place valuable belongings in a drawer or wardrobe or take them with you.
Students who do not wish to have their room, suite or apartment cleaned must do so
themselves before leaving campus. You must also indicate your preference NOT to have
your living area cleaned on a form in the Office of Student Residences (a note on your
door will NOT substitute for completing this form)
ENERGY CONSERVATION-- to aid in the conservation of energy and to minimize
potential fire hazards, students must observe the following:
1. Close windows and turn off all lights.
2. Turn off all blower fans on heating units in dormitory rooms.
3. In apartments, turn thermostats as low as possible.
4. Defrost and turn off all refrigerators.
5. Unplug all clocks, appliances, etc.
PLEASE NOTE: The College is not responsible for personal property left in College
residences over the vacation period.
STUDENTS WHO PLAN TO SPEND THE VACATION SOMEWHERE OTHER
THAN THEIR HOMES (including any persons staying in non-Colle- ge housing in Gam-bie- r)
are requested to leave their vacation address in the Dean of Students Office.
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Michael Robinson Claims Election Cleanest In History
.... --
..t.l : J : 11.. . I C alHntielection. trt ;isr-- f , i I n I r--i rt foirliffairly well intBy Holly Brent
On Thursday, December 9, 1988, elections
specialist Michael Robinson, the academic
director of polls and elections with The Los
Angeles Times, dispelled a few rumors and
myths built up around Presidential elections.
Robinson believes, contrary to popular
belief, that the 1988 Presidential Race was
one of the cleanest and fairest in American
History. He made his point clear to students
and faculty members by stating that in 1988,
the press behaved less harshly than usual,
there was little mudslinging between the two
parties, and voters did nothing outlandishly.
out of the ordinary.
Robinson's lecture threw a few wrenches
into popular "conventional wisdoms" sur-
rounding the way the American election
system works. One such popularly held idea
is that the stronger the momentum at the
beginning or end of a candidate's race, the
greater assurance of the candidate winning
the nomination of his party, and also the
presidency. Robinson argued that this "band-
wagon psychology" idea of building up a
strong following is false. In 1988, Democrat
Gephart had plenty of momentum at the
beginning of his campaign, as he won big in
Iowa, but afterwards his popularity nose-
dived. Obviously, the public support Gephart
had in the early stages of his campaign didn't
cut it.
The notion of it being a good political ploy
for a candidate to wait until the end of his
campaign to throw in a few extra punches is
just as mistaken, according to Robinson. It is
a popular idea that Bush's race was successful
because it gained momentum as Election Day
drew near, and because more and more peo-
ple became assured that he would win. Yet
statistics of the 1988 election show that the
voters never really changed their minds about
Bush. As a matter of fact, the percentile dif-
ferences of popularity between Bush and
Dukakis remained practically the same from
the beginning of the race to the end. In the
first month of official campaigning, the
scores differed by 10 percentile points, as the
projected popularity scores were 55 to 45.
After all the campaigning ended, the official-
ly tabulated difference between Bush and
Dukakis was 54 to 46. Thus, according to
Robinson, there is no "bandwagon" growth
of popularity characterizing the 1988 Elec-
tion.
Robinson also disclaimed the notion of the
influence of the Network News and Press
Coverage as having affected the outcome of
the 1988 Presidential Election. The press, ac-
cording to Robinson, with all of its cutting
down of both Dukakis and Bush, was actual-
ly mild. Robinson claimed that the slams it
did make virtually had no affect on the way
the voters voted. Jesse Jackson got the best
press out of anyone, and his popularity fell
continually downward, whereas the cuts on
both Bush and Dukakis made no difference
in the minds of the voters. On the 1988 elec-
tion the people basically made up their own
minds.
Also having no power to sway voters are
the early returns on Election Day, according
to Robinson. Critics of these early broadcasts
of predictions by television news stations
claim that they undermine the democratic
political party system in America because
they unfairly sway the voters to vote for
whomever is in the lead. However, as Robin-
son pointed out, if this were the case, Dukakis
would have had no chance of carrying any of
the states that voted last. But as it turned out,
the Duke won two-thir- ds of the Pacific
Coast, including Washington, Oregon, and
ninety-nin- e percent of California in the last
hour the polls were open. Thus, Dukakis,
despite predictions of an assured victory for
Bush by every television network in the coun-
try, actually picked up votes at the end of the
As for the new President himself, Robin-
son believed that the myths surrounding how
the public views him are way off base.
Popular ideas include that George Bush is a
"garden variety Republican," almost "as
good as Reagan." It is also believed that
sometime during his campaign Bush's posi-
tion in the opinions of the American voters
suddenly became wonderful, and his image
was "reincarnated". This is considered due to
the ingenius handlers of Bush's campaign,
who made it seem as though there was a
Republican mandate. Robinson disclaimed
all of these notions. He said that Bush's
popularity actually sunk from what it was in
the beginning of his campaign. In April of
1987, almost seventy percent of those polled
claimed that they held a "mostly favorable or
"highly favorable" opinion of Bush. In post
convention polling, Bush's popularity fell to
about fifty eight percent. Bush's handlers ob-
viously didn't do a good enough job to pre-
vent his popularity from falling. Thus, there
was no Republican mandate.
As a matter of fact, statistics show that on-
ly one Republican candidate has been less
favorably regarded than Bush in the last thir-
ty years, Goldwater in 1964. In a poll taken in
Maryland, twenty people out of fifty said
that they voted for Bush because they didn't
want Dukakis to be President. Thus, Bush is
certainly no "garden variety Republican." His
popularity, according to Robinson, is based
on the hope of voters to keep up the peace
and prosperity of the United States which oc-
curred during the Reagan administration, not
because Bush was such a "stellar" candidate.
Robinson ended his lecture with a discus-
sion of what did matter in the 1988 election.
He claimed that the peace and prosperity en-
joyed under the Reagan administration was
one of the main deciding factors in determin-
ing the outcome of the election. If the coun
try functio ing without anynt
jor depressions or threat of war, the voter
will vote with that same party in order t
keep up the high standard of living. Robir
son pointed out that not once in two hundre
years of electorial office has the election turr.
ed out an incumbent party entering during;
time ot peace and prosperity. Thus, it s
perfectly natural and to be expected the
Bush would win the 1988 presidency. Robir
son also mentioned the Debates as having;
great affect on the public's opinion, because
according to Robinson, the American publ;
views the debates as being a real test of tt-candidat- es.
In debates one and t wo, the rat-tightene- d
by five points after each debate
After the third debate, when Bush beat th.
Duke, the spread between the candidaie
widened back to ten percent. The debate an:
the well being of the American economy
things which the American voters perceive tc
be tell-tal- e signs of reality they can believe
determine the outcome of the way voters voi:
more than anything else.
Thus, according to Robinson, everyor
basically acted as they were supposed to a,
during the 1988 election. Statistics he use
showed that ninety-on- e percent of it
Republicans voted Republican, eight-thr- e
percent of the Democrats voted Democrat
the press wasn't as nasty as usual, and bor
candidates were fairly sane in their attemp
to cut down each other. The convention
worked well for both candidates, both can
paigns were handled well, and the journali
did their usual job of making everyone loo
bad in the predictable fashion. The electio
was no surprise. There was no great victor
for the Republicans, and there were no grea
disappointments. According to Robinson,
was an archtypical election, one in which th
public votes more for "the times" than fc
ideology. It was a responsible election, onei:
which everyone knew their parts and play
them well.
Fall Dance Concert Performs Exceptionally Well
By Leslie Ross '84
Katarina Witt and Debbi Thomas watch
out. This winter's "Carmen," choreographed
by Maggie Patton and performed by
members of the Kenyon College Dance
Ensemble, scores a perfect 10.
Showcasing last weekend's Fall Dance
Concert, this very original version of
"Carmen" put those Olympic skaters to
shame. Patton's wry sense of humor, com-
bined with the dancers acting, as well as danc-
ing, skills, made this a performance that will
long be remembered.
In a twist on the original story, Carmen
was played by Desire Passepied, better
known to the Kenyon community as Des-
mond Davis. Imagine, Carmen, the object of
men's desires, the ultimate flirt, played by a
man in drag. The macho yet cowardly Es-cami- llo
(Pytor Legat, a.k.a. Peter Kyle)
and the more sensitive Don Jose (Andreos
Bouree, i.e. Andrew Albrecht) were certainly
surprised when they discovered the truth.
Davis played the part to the T, boying and
trifling with the men, teasing the gypsies.
Kyle and Albrecht were also very good as
they fought for Carmen's affections. Kyle
even proved that he can sing.
Other works on the program which were
most successful were those that dealt primari-
ly with shapes and gestures. "Escape
Mechanism," directed by Nancy Scotford,
made excellent use of everyday ge-
sturessneezing, typing, shrugging
shoulders, shaking hands. The manipulation
Of these gestures and the use of the stage
space created a very interesting dance. The
dancers choreographed their own movement
and obviously felt comfortable performing it.
Their easy stage presence, something which
was missing in other dances, made the piece a
more cohesive unit. The dancers could relate
to each other and to the movement instead of
hiding behind a wall of fear. Their abilities
were used in the best possible way.
Julie Gluck's "Kaleidoscope" was another
dance which made very good use of the
dancers and of gestures. Gluck manipulated
the movement into interesting shapes and
made excellent use of both the stage space
and of the dancers' personal space.
"Prototypes," choreographed by Elizabeth
McCoy, also used shapes. These were often
made by two or more dancers. She also incor-
porated many lifts which furthered the rela-
tionships between the dancers. I only wish
more dynamics had been used. Its sameness
detracted from the uniqueness of the move-
ment.
Dynamics were more prominent in Peter
Kyle's "Primary Possibilities." Choreograph-
ed to original music by Kenneth Burgo-
master, the trio, performed by Jennifer
Davis, Margot Greenlee and Anna Seidel,
consisted of three sections, one for each of
the three primary colors. The red section was
sharp and jumpy, the blue section more
lyrical and flowing, and the yellow sectior
cheerful and friendly. The costumes, whiti
unitards with an overlay of the appropriat
colored fabric for each section, and set, a
sculpture of jagged and curving lines tha:
hung in the air, were also designed by Kyi
and were excellent reflections of these
moods. The spirit of each color could hav
been more greatly exaggerated in order to
more clearly differentiate the sections. As
whole, however, the dance was a successful
one.
There were many other pieces on the pro-
gram. The Kenyon dancers have much to be
proud of.
GREAT'S Barefoot In The Park A 'Real Bonus'
Elise McMuIlen
The first season of the Gambier Repertory
Ensemble Actors Theater (G.R.E.A.T.)
opened with a production of Neil Simon's
Barefoot in the Park. The play drew fair
crowds to Gund Commons Lounge during its
run from Thursday, Dec. 8 until Sat., Dec.
10.
Barefoot in The Park focuses on the first
few weeks of post honemoon marriage in the
lives of Paul and Corey Bradden (played by
Josh Zuckerburg and Anne Cadigan), a New
York couple who have just moved into a
new, less-tha- n perfect apartment and are at-
tempting to set up a life together.
These two freshmen did a fine job
as the idealistic and much in love couple
dealing with relatives, neighbors and each
other. Sparks flew in the fight scene between
Paul and Corey, the most memorable scene
of the comedy, as Josh and Anne showed
their talents in their first Kenyon perfor-
mance. Hopefully, this won't be their last.
Two more freshmen played supporting
roles. Jennifer Sampson tsk-tske- d convinc-
ingly as Corey's refined and much in need of
a good time mother while Mark Ax, as Victor
Valascoz, the unpredictable neighbor from
upstairs, brought a little debauchery into the
lives of all the unsuspecting trio.
G.R.E.A.T.'s first set worked well. It was
utilitarian and sensible, if a little tall, and
that height was justified in the context of the
play. Especially since this was a student run
production, without resources like a theater
and professional supervision, the set was
remarkable and innovative in its use of th;
space provided in Gund Commons Lounge
The enthusiastic crew behind the staging o
the production deserves praise for its work
on this and the other facets of behind th
scenes work needed.
The Actors Theater made a good choice b;
deciding to put on a Neil Simon play for thei:
debut. The newest actors at Kenyon brough:
life to the comedy's script and provided
vivacious two hours worth of entertainment
ror the tirst production of a student rue
organization, Barefoot in the Park went of!
very well. If G.R.E.A.T. continues to offer
such good, student run plays, and I hope they
do, it will be a real bonus for Kenyon'
cuitural life.
